
CORRELATION AND REGRESSION 321

Excel has this useful feature for all of its formulae). In this case we want the value of the intercept, the b 

value, to be taken into account, so enter ‘TRUE’. Enter ‘TRUE’ in the ‘Stats’ field. Click ‘OK’. You should 

get an answer of −3.48. If you do not, check that you have entered the data in the right fields.

Figure 10.19

Figure 10.20

‘Trend’ will give you the value (the dependent value) for a particular value (the independent variable). In 

order to use this formula you have to think back to the meaning of the regression equation (also known 

in mathematics as the equation of a straight line). Ask yourself, at what value of the independent variable 

does the regression line (trend line) cross the independent variable axis? The answer is 0.

Look at Figure 10.21. This shows you how to find the ‘Trend’ formula. Figure 10.22 shows the pop-up 

window where you enter the function arguments. This box is similar to the ‘Linest’ box except for the 

third field ‘New x’s’. This is where the 0 is entered to obtain the intercept value. Click on ‘OK’ to activate 

the function. You should have a value of 52.93.
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